
 
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

 
   Date: May 18, 2021    
 

To:  Aberdeen School Board of Directors 
 
   From: Superintendent Alicia Henderson 
 
   Re:  Meeting Format Options for Board Discussion 

 
 
Overview: 
In Phase 3 of the State’s Reopening Plan, the Board of Directors has the option to resume 
meeting in person subject to strict attendance limits, mask wearing, social distancing and 
sanitizing protocols. This option is described as allowed in addition to hosting the required 
remote meeting. 
 
After discussion last month, the board continued to meet remotely. Subsequently, the board 
received several letters asking that members of the public be able to speak during the public 
comment portion of the remote meeting. The board wanted to explore this further. 
 
Current format: 
The board has always welcomed public comment. Currently, public comment is submitted via 
email to schoolboard@asd5.org and is provided to the board in advance of the meeting. All 
submittals become part of the public record.  
 
Directors have expressed interest in allowing live public comment, provided guidance is in 
place to ensure that the topics raised are appropriate for a public business meeting (e.g., no 
personnel matters), and that presenters know disrupting the meeting is not allowed.  
 
After listening to board comments and exploring how other school boards are handling remote, 
online meetings, some options to consider include: 
 Allowing people to sign up in advance of the meeting if they wish to speak; 
 Requiring that topics for public comment be limited to agenda items;  
 Requiring that comments continue to be submitted in writing via email for the record. 

 
Recommendation:  
 That the Board of Directors continue to meet remotely through 2020-2021; 
 That public comment continue to be submitted in advance to schoolboard@asd5.org, 

but change the time to not later than noon the day of the meeting; 
 That submitters may read their comments into the record, if they wish, not to exceed 3 

minutes; 
 That submitters be asked if they would like their comment to be read at the meeting in 

addition to being provided to the board, not to exceed 3 minutes; 
 That staff be directed to establish and publicize the new format and provide guidelines 

in time for the June 1 meeting, and 
 That the new meeting format for public comment shall remain in effect until the start of 

the 2021-2022 school year – the first meeting in September –  when it is anticipated the 
Board will resume regular meetings in person, with in-person attendance. 

mailto:schoolboard@asd5.org
mailto:schoolboard@asd5.org

